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express the hope that we shall not be ex-
pected to give away too much of our free-
dom. Control of finance means control of
the State. From reeent Press reports it does
seem as if things were a little more reason-
able. However, one really eannot gather
from the reports what has actually hap-
pened.

The Premier: With the consent of the
Loan Council ithe States can borrow for
themselves on the basis of their own security.
That was not so in the case of the first agree-

ment; there was to be only one borrower
—the Commonweaith on Commonwealth
secarity,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHEIL : We

have been borrowing in Australia through
the Federal Government for some years

We have had the one berrower in
Australia for some years. That, how-
ever, is not an unalterable arrange-

ment; it ean be broken away from at any
time. S{ill, it has suited us very well. We
have absolute freedom now as regards bor-
rowing, and we shall not have quite that
freedom under the proposed arrapgement.
T{ the Loan Couneil cannot get money for
us, we shall have the right to get it for our-
selves, At all events, we must wait until we
get the agreement before us. Then we shall
be able to deal with it. The basis of distri-
hutton, however, seems to be hardly fair.
There must be no giving away of our free-
dom to govern the eountry. We must have
linancial freedom.

The Premier: Long before the expiration
of the 58 years forming the term of the
agreement the balance will be against the
per capita distribution. The balance will be
very {avourable to the Commonwealth after
20 or 30 years.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 recog-
nise that there is no obligation on the part
of the Commonwealth Government to do any-
thing for ns.

The Premier :
have proposed.

lon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T quite
wnderstand the position the Premier is in. ¥
hope the hon. gentleman will let me have a
copy of the agreement ns soon as possible.
Indeed, every member should have a copy. I
have no more to say at this juncture. Many
of these matters will come up for further
disenssion. If I could help the eouniry by
helping the Government, I should be only
too happy to do so; but that has not bheen

They need not do what they

possible to any large extent during the past
three years. I do not know that it will be
posstble for this party to help the Govern-
meat very much during the next three vears.
The party system has tuken deep reot in our
polities.  Still, whether the people we re-
present be wovkers, or Jarmers, or business
men, we in this Parliament onght all to be
eqnally conecerned for their welfare. There
can be no shadow of doubt about that. How-
ever, 1 know it is too much to hope for, and
therefore we have to take the position as it
is. We shall endeavour to do our duty by
the country under any cireumstances. Be-
fore the session closes I shall have oppor-
tunities for discussing many of the matters
referred to by the member for East Perth
(Mr. Kenneally).

On motion by Ar.
journed.

Grilliths, debate ad-

House adjourned at 9.13 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT iook the Chair at 4.30
pan., and vead prayers.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION,

On motion by the Chief Secretary Scs-
sional Committees were appointed as fol-
lows:—

Standing  Orders—The President, the
Chief Seeretary, Hon. J. Cornell, Hon, A,
Lovekin, and TTon. J. Nicholson.

Library—The President, Hon. J. Ewing,
and Hon. A. J H. Saw.

Prinling—The President, Hon. W, H.
Kitson, and Hon. A, Lovekin.
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Joint Mouse—The President, Hon. J.
Cornell, Hon, E, H. Gray, Hon, G. Potter,
and Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom.

MOTION—TRAFFIC ACT.
To disallow regulations.

HON. G. POTTER (West) [4.36]: Be-
fore proceeding with the notice of motion
standing in my name 1 ask leave to amend
it by including routes Nos, 34 and 55 in ad-
dition to those sct out in the motion.

Leave given,
Hon. G. POTTER:

That the regulations preseribing omnibus
routes Nos, 7, 16, 20, 42, 48, 51 and 55, under
the Traffic Act, 1919-1826, published in the
s Gorernment Guzette'” on the 2Znd July 1027,
and laid upen the Table on the Znd Aungust,
1927, e and ave heroby disallowed.

I move—

I wish to bring before the notice of the
House the regulations referred to and to
point out the grave injustice that will be
done if they be allowed, not only to the
trading section of the community but to the
public generally. 1t will be within the know-
ledge of most hon. members that al present
motor buses and taxi motor vars travel be-
tween Perth and Fremantle. During the
early stages the motor traffic T have referred
to, passed throngh grave vicissitudes Irom
time to time, but the faet remains that those
motor vehicles have =erved a great public
want. Had it not been so, the system wounld
not have heen permitted to continne. 1
wish to stress the fact that my motion does
not 1aise the question whether this parti-
cular means of transportation comes info
conflict with the railway serviece or with any
olher publie utility at all. The motor ser-
viee 1% born of public want and is main-
tained by pmblie desire. As with everything
else, motor routes have a beginning and an
end. For many months past, it has been
customary to provide for the taxis plying
between Perth and Fremantle, a stand at
the corner of William-street and St
Georre’'s-terrace where two taxis at & time
have heen permitted fo remain in order to
pick up passengers. That stand was in a
central part of the eity, enabling passengers
conveniently to join the motors and pro-
ceed to Fremantle where formerly the pas-
sengers were allowed to alight in William-
street, near the Town Hall, A notification

has been furnished to those concerned that
the taxis will no longer be permitted to
start from, or to arrive at, their former
parking grounds. The taxi drivers have
been informed that they must proeeed to a
place known as White City, at the foot of
Williara-street, That will intpose a grave
disability upon people coming to Perth, or
desiring 1o proceed from Ferlh, by taxi cars,
hecause they will be compelled to walk to
White City from the central parts of Perth,
or else from White City in orvder to pro-
veed to wherever they may be going in
Perth, The walk from White City will en-
tail an arduous elimb for wany wonien who
may have babies or parccls to earry. While
the walk np the Williain-street hill may be
an arduous one during the swmmer months,
it. must he remembered that, during spells
of wealher such as we have been experienc-
ing 1ceontly, this disability will involve an
ghsolute menaee to the health of people ob-
liged to walk up the unsheltered footpaths
of William-street. WWhile that will be bad
coough in the day-time, it will be mueh
worse at night. If people ave proceeding
from picture shows, for instance, to White
City in order to join a taxi, the dimly-lit
surroundings at the new parking ground
will not be satisfactory. In fact, the few
lights that there ave will merely serve to
emphasise the darkness of the place. In
addition to that, in view of the large num-
her of motor cars eoming and going, the
parking ground there becomes a quagmire
in winter-time aid this will mean that any-
one proceeding to White City to board a ear
or alighting from a car there, will have to
plough his or her way throngh churned-up
silt and soil.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Are passengers to
he permitted to fand at the same place in
Fremantle?

Tlon. G, POTTER: T will deal with that
point as T go on. 8o far I have referred to
the position confronting patrons of taxis
in Perth. Had the City Couneil pro-
tested against the retention of the old taxi
stand at the corner of William-street and
St. George’s-terrace, I could understand the
reason prompting the new regulation, but I
have been informed that the City Couneil
have no objection tp advance agnainst the
cars using that stand. T have been authori-
tatively informed that the City Council have
not heen eonsulted regarding the abolition
of the taxi stand, although it is provided
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in the Tratfic Act that that body mmst be
consulted. Even if the City Council had
been consulted, no objection would have
been raised by that body to the continuanee
of the old stand for taxis. In the past, when
taxis have arrived at Fremantle the practice
has been for the cars to deposit passengers
at the Town Hall corner of William-street
from which centre the tram ears radiate to
all parts of Fremantle. Tt will be seen,
therefore, that that point was a convenient
place for passengers to disembark. At con-
siderable expense to themselves the taxi
drivers established a depot where they could
park their ears, replenish oil and petrol sup-
plies, and do minor repairs while waiting
for their turn to run to tine-table. If they
are foreed to eomply with the new regula-
tions, their business will he adversely affec-
ted. T am not so much coneerned about the
business of the taxi drivers, but rather
ahout the convenience ofl the publie gener-
ally, Much the same position arises with
the motor buses,  There is not much to
grumble about at the Perth end, inasmuch
as the buses are still permitted to leave from
St. Georee's-terrace. The users of the motor
buses have a serious conplaint to make, bow-
ever. because under the new regulations, if
they are allowed by both Houses of Parlin-
ment, passengers will be compelled to alight
from the huses at Fremantle, at Queen-street
instead of at Short-street, as at present.
That is going to be a verv grave inconveni-
cnee to the travelling publie, becanse the
motor buses are mostly patronised hy people
travelling from the outlving distriets of
Fremantle either by tram cars or other
motor buses.  All the tram lines lead to the
motor hus terminus and in wet weather pas-
sengers do not suffer from exposure to in-
clement condilions, as ther would if they
had to walk to Queen-street. Last session
1 piloted through thisx House a private Bill
to give the Fremantle Municipal Councit
power to aequire certain property in order
to extend Queen-strect The object of the
council was lo establish a main thoroughfare
that would take the tratlic from places like
Beaconsfield, South Fremantle, Spearwood,
Jandaket and Rockingham, and relieve the
congesfion in High-street. The urgency of
this work is demonstrated by the fact that
it has already been carried oumt and is meet-
ing a long-felt want. If the motor huses
and taxis have to use Queen-sirect further
congestion will be ecaused without affording
relief elsewhere. Membera whe are fumiliar

with the district know that Queen-street
intersects Adelaide-street at rizht angles,
and that at the point of interseetion there
are large two-storey buildings. The turning
from Queen-street into Adelaide-street on
the run to Perth is considered to be one of
the most dangerous in the metropolitan area.
So dangerous is it that motoristy almost
invariably pass Queen-street, proceed to the
town hall and turn there, or pass along
Quarry-sireet to Burt-street, rather than risk
collision at the Quecn-street eorner. Tf some
100 taxis and 25 or 30 iotor buses are
forced to take that turning and park there,
it will become a veritable death tran. It
will be necessary to bave traflic policemen
on point duty from early morning till late
af night, a thing that is not necessary at
present.  Fromn this point of view the regn-
lation is unwise. Now let us consider vested
interests, for surelv the people who invest
eapital in these services are entitled to con-
sideration. The bus company, at an expense
of £10,000 or £15,000, have bought property
and constructed a very large garnge and re-
paiv shop in Short-street within a few yards
of the present terminal point at Fremantle.
Before doing so they incuired whether there
was any likelibood of the Fremantle terminal
being altered, and while no official guarantee
was fortheoming, they were given to under-
stand that everything would he all right.
Then they embarked upon the expenditure
for a repair shop. It is absolutely necessary
for huses to have a repair shop at one end
or other of the run, hecause there are always
minor repairs required by these heavy
vehicles.  1f the terminal point is altered,
that £144,000 or £15,000 will have been thrown
away, the serviee will be hampered, the pub-
lic inconvenienced, and vehicular traflic com-
pelled to inenr risks of aceident at the dan-
geronus corner of Queen and Adelaide streets,
If members consider the matter I feel sure
that they will he satisfied that the regnlations
will not serve any good purpose, hut will
create discomfort and inconvenience to the
travelling publie, who at present are loudly
voicing their protests. The Routes Advisory
Commitiee should eonsult the convenienee
of the publie before indulging in some de-
pavimental whim.

HON. W. H. KITSON (West) [4.51] :
T seeond the motion. It is very hard to un-
derstand why diserimination has been made
hetween the buses and the taxis, For quite a
long time hoth the huses and the taxis have
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left Perth from praectically the same point,
the buses from St. George's-terrace and the
taxis from William-street. Under the new
regulations the buses will still be allowed to
start from the terrace but the taxis will have
to start from the vicinity of White City.
Mr. Potter has adequately described the posi-
tion. There is no doubt that the alteration
will eause great inconvenience to people who
desire to use motor transport between Perth
and Fremantle. The Traflic Aet provides
that the loeal authorities shall he consulted
when routes are being revised, and, I assume
Lefore the regulations are gazetted. I am
given to understand that the local authorities
in difierent parts of the metropolitan area
have not been consulted. I am advised that
the Perth City Couneil gave the taxi-owners
authority to start from William-street, but
notwithstanding that, the Routes Advisory
Committee have taken the action indicated
by the new regulations. At the Fremantle
end the taxi proprietors have established
themselves close to the town hall, where
they have a depot fitted up for rvepair pur-
poses. If they ave compelled to deposit
their pasengers ai Quecen-street and make
Queen-street their starting point, it will still
be necessary for the ears to travel through
(Queen-street and William-street to the depot,
though without passengers instead of with
passengers as at present. It is strange that
these regulations should have been issned.
Tt is only right that the people who are in-
terested in the motor service should be con-
sulted, and that in matters of this kind an
amieable agreement should be arrived at. No
doubt the motor service has comc to stay.
The alteration of the routes has beecome a
burning question in several distriets between
Perth and Fremantle. When the regulations
were first gazetted there was quite an outery
from a large seclion of the publie, as well
as from the owners of motor buses and ecars,
that the new regulations would operate
harshly in several ways. As a result, repre-
sentations were made to the Minister, who
eventually said the regulations would not be
put into operation straight away, and noth-
ing would be done until the local authorities
had been consulted. That has not been done.
T have had the honour to represent the motor
proprietors on one or two deputations deal-
ing with regulations. It is the desire of those
people that the fraffic should be controlled in
their own interests as well as in the interests
of the travelling publie, but there is no desire
that regulations should he promulgated that

will cause such inconvenience to the trav-
elling public as wonld result from their hav-
ing to walk to the sounthern end of William-
street to get a taxi for Fremantle. No doybt
it is mecessary to have regulations to con-
trol the traffie, and no doubt terminal points
have to be established by regulation, but they
should not be fixed until the whole of the
people affected by the various services have
been consulted. Let me refer also to the
Fremantle terminal for buses that ply to the
gsouth. The regulations provide that buses
starting from Queen-street shall be moved
to Collie-street. I know of no more danger-
ous place for the purpose than Collie-street.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Ts that down towards
the Trades Hall?

Hon, W. H. KITSOX: Yes, off South-
terrace. The Fremantle council should
have been approached hefore the alteration
was made. I feel satisfied that the regula-
tions are not in the best interests of the com-
munity. If they are disallowed, fresh regu-
lations can be drawn up and consideration
can be given to the people who use the ser-
viee, while the local authorities ean be eon-
sulted so that everyone connected with the
serviee will be satisfied,

HON. A, J. H, SAW (Metropolitan-
Suburban} [4.57]: I have pleasure in sup-
porting the motion. When Mr. Potter gave
natice yesterday of his intention to move
this molion, I was hoping that it would in-
clude also a certain route affecting the
Perth-Cottesloe taxis, but I find that his
motion does not include that route, about
which considerable indignation has been ex-
pressed. I intend to take an early oppor-
tunity to move that the regulation affecting
that particular rouie also shall be dizallowed.

Hon. .JJ. Cornell: Move it as an amendment
to the motion.

Hon. A. J. H. SAW: I have not the pac-
ticulars and therefore cannot do it at pres-
ent. T remember some three years ago, when
the Collier Government first came into power,
a deputation wet the Minister for Railways
on the question of motor bus and taxi
routes. The Minister for Raitlwags was new
to office at the time and it proved to be the
most amusing deputation I ever attended.
Mr. Willcock treated the deputationists as
thongh they were schoolboys. Instead of
asking what their views were and inviting
them to express their requests, he proceeded
at once to read them a lecture and lay down
the law as to what he was going to de.
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What he was going to do practically was to
sweep the buses and the taxis off the routes
altogether, and have no competition with the
tramways and the railways. King Canute
telling the waves to go back was really no
finer example of the height of absnxdity
than was the Minister for Railways on that
oceasion but, as I have said, he was new o
office. Sinee then no doubt he has learned
wisdom. DBut apparently the people con-
cerned in the preseribiog of routes are still
under the delusion that Mr. Willeock lab-
oured under at that time. They have not
vet learned that the taxis are there for the
convenience of the people, and it is chiefly
the couvenience and comfort of the people
that have to be studied. Unfortunately they
do compete with the railways and tramways,
but that it because a newer method of pro-
gression has come amongst us, and theve is
no doubt that it will last ountil it is sup-
planted by some better form of locomotion.
At the present time Hie people find the taxis
cxpeditious and convenient and they will eon-
tinue to use them, und no power will stop
themn until, as 1 have said, some better form
of locomotion supplants those vehicles. T
intend to support the motion and I trust it
will meet with the approval of members
generally.

HON. H. A. STEPHENSON (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) [5.2]1: T have much pleasure
in supporting the motion, and I agree with
the remarks made by the three previous
speakers. There is no doubt that the ter-
mini as decided npon by the regulation are
very inconvenient for the travelling publie.
Dr. Saw has just pointed ont that it is for
the travelling public that xe cater in this
regard. As to the terminus at the foot of
Willinm-street, I do not <hink there is a
more objectionable place in Perth, In the
summer time it i= five or six inches deep in
black sooty dust, whilst at this time of the
vear it often beeomes a quagmire. I go
along there twice n day; I park my car in
that vieinity and nearly every evening be-
tween five and six o'clock I noliee a con-
tinual stream of women there, carrying
babies and pareels, and those women are
sarrounded by heavy iraffic of every deserip-
tion. A more dangerous place for a ter-
minus could nof have been selected. I have
seen women almost run down by the traffic.
Morcover, it is inconvenient to walk from
the Terraece to that spot, and eoming from
the new terminus, there is a particularly

steep hill to elimb The motion does not re-
guire much debate; anyone conversant with
the terminal points at Perth and Fremantle
can come to no other conclusion than that
both are inconvenient, to say the least of it,
for those who use taxi cabs. T support the
motion.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, debate
adjourned.

BILL—(No. 1)—£1,913,500.
Standing CGrders Suspension.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [534]: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be sus-
pended nas is neeessary to ennble the Supply

Bill to be taken as the first Order of the Day
and to pass through all stages at this sitting.

In submitting the motion, it is hardly noces-
sary for me to remind members that this is a
matter of urgeney. Supply is exhausted and
we have to come to Parliament to ask for
fresh Supply.

Question put wnd passed;
orders suspended.

the standing

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew—Central) [5.5] in moving the second
reading said: Under this Bill the Treasurer
is asking for two months’ Supply, in other
words for sufficient funds to enable him to
carry on until the end.of this month. There
is nothing novel in the Bill; it asks for the
same amount in every Instance as did the
Bill introduced this time last year.  The
authority sought is identienl with that of
last year. WWe ask for the following: From
Consolidated Revenue Fund £850,000, Gen-
eral Loan Fund £750,000, Government Pro-
perty Sales Fund £10,500, Land Improve-
ment Loan Fund £3,000, and Treasurer’s
Advance £300,000, making in all £1,013,500.
Sometimes the guestion is asked, “What do
you propose to do with this money?” The
reply is that the amount sought is based on
last year'’s estimates, approximately two-
twelfths of those estimates; and we require
the money in order to continue the different
works and undertakings, and pay the sal-
aries and wages of those connected with the
service. The resnlt of last year’s finraneial
operations must be regarded as eminently
satisfactory by all who have the interests
of Western Australia at heart. For the
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first time during a peried of sixteen vears
the State can boast a surplus, the revenue
for the year ended 30th June last having
exceeded the expenditure by £28,245.

Hon. G. W. }Miles: Was that a genuine
surplus or was it fictitions?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Genune.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: How many accounts
were carried over to the month of July?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: None that I
know of.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There were a few that
I know of.

The CHIER SECRETARY : Income taxa-
tion returns were, however, much below an-
ticipation. This had an adverse effect upon
the finances fo the extent of £54,473. The
actual rednction in taxation was, therefore,
much greater than was anticipated. Dividend
duty was also helow the estimate. Railway
resulfs were approximately £30.000 worse
than the original estimate; otherwise the
estimates weve fairly acenrate.  As com-
pared with the previous year, there was a
very large inevease in the expenditure. This
was mainly due to the inclusion of the ap-
propriation of the Commonwealth grants,
amounting to £365,924 Public untilities ex-
penditure was greater by £190,314.  This
was offset by an increase of £330,152 in the
revenue of these concerns. Those two head-
ings absorb a large portion of the inereased
expenditure for the year A most satisfac-
tory feature of the vear was the increased
return from the Fremantle Harbour Trust.
This refiects the growth of the State’s trade.
With a reasonably good season, sueh as
present indieations lead us to expect, there
should be a further large inerease in our
trade this season. This year’s Estimates are
now in course of preparation, and it is
hoped they will be ready for presentation
at an carly date. T move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time.

Question put and j.asced.

Bill read a seecond time.

In Commiltee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee withont de-
hale, reported withont amendment and the
report adopted.

Read o third lime and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.
Resumed Lrom the previous day.

HON. G. POTTER (West) [5.13]: In
reading and listening to the Speech His Ex-
cellency was plensed to deliver, one must
realise that that Speech will go down in his-
tory as important, if for no other reason,
that it records the visit to Australia of Their
Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of
Yark., [ um sure that all Australian citizens
learned with great pleasure the fact that
Their Royal Highnesses had reached their
heme in good health, We are all perfeetly
sattsfied that the visit of Their Royal High-
nesses to Ausivalia has heen fraught with
nothing but good to the people of Australia,
and indecd to the whole of the Finpire. An-
ather matter of domestie importanee is re-
ferred to-~the change in the Agent General’s
office brought about by the appointment of
Mr. Anzwin to sneceed Sir Hal Colebateb.
We all wish My, Angwin a pleasurable oceu-
paney of the office, and I feel sure that he
will devote his unflagging energy to the miz-
sion that has leen entrusted to him. T al-o
wizh to lake this opportunity of saying a
word of weleome to Sir Tal Colebatch on
his refurn to the State, Sir Hal, as has
already been pointed out, has rendered faith-
ful service not only to the State but to the
Commonwealth, T do not propose fo tra-
verse in detail the paragraphs in His Exeel-
lenry’s Speech, dealing with the finaneial
position of the State, for there will be ample
opportunity when the aecounts and state-
ments are placed before us for dissection
and further disenssion. However, the finan-
ein} position, so far ag it has hern revealed
to ne, affords food for criticism, which is
alwayxs very healthy and desirable, Whether
the monev has heen spent well or unwi<ely,
it ix past history. If mistakes have heen
made it ean onlv mean that those who have
any eldim to wisdon will profit therehy, So,
as I say, whether money has been spent
well or spent nnwisely, it eannot he recalled,
But transcending in importance all refer-
ence to the present finaneial position is the
mention of the financial relations between
the Stales and the Commonwealth. That is
somethine to which we can apply ourselves,
It is of no use heing wise after the event;
far belter is it to he wise hefore the event.
When a eatastrophe happens, it is no longer
avoidable, but if we can do anything to
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prevent an impending catastrophe, we
should apply onr hest efforts to the task.
We are alt grateful to Mr. Lovekin for the
illuminative, descriptive and eminently pains-
taking address he delivered to us last night.

Hon. J. R. Brown: Don't flatter him.

Hon. G. POTTER : T do not think anybody
eould flatter Mr. Lovekin: for to be success-
ful with flattery, one requires a subject that
already has swelled head or something of
that nature. No, I am paying to Mr. Love-
kin a sincere tribute for the masterly ad-
dress he delivered here. I am looking for-
ward to seeing it in “Hansard,” for there
was in the speech such a mass of well
constructed detail that one would require to
ponder it very closely to get a thorongh com-
prehension of it. Foremost in the affairs of
the State at all times must be the develop-
ment of the State. The Treasurer himself
has said that the whole of the favourable
financial position of the State is attributable
to the advancement and development of agri-
eultural, pastoral and other similar areas.
Anything touching the development of the
State is of prime interest to us. Because if
it is from those primarv sources that the
State’s favourable position has sprung, it
is from the same sources that that favourable
position shall be econtinued. I am glad to
notiee that the present Government have
paid a graceful tribute to previons Adminis-
trations, in so much as they have admitted
that the favourable turn of the finances had
its origin some time baek. It is perfectly
obvious that the present Government inher-
ited a very favourable goodwill, as it were,
to the business. That it is that has enabled
them {0 make the good showing they have
made. I hope they will continue the policy
nf seeing to it that the development of West-
ern Ausfralia’s primary induostries goes on
unchecked and unabated. Mention is made in
the Speech of the increased wheat yield and
the inereased acreage under crop. That is
a very satisfactory position. Bui it would
be even more satisfactory if, in addition, we
could see a greater average yield per acre.
Becanse if we could have a greater average
per acre, the capital that has been expended
in bringing those acres into fruition would
return a greater profit, and so place the
farmer, and with him the State, on a much
better footing. It is only by the application
of science and personal experience that that
greater yield per acre can be achieved. In
that respect I am glad to notice that the

necessity is admitted for ihe enlargement of
the buildings at Muresk College to aceommno-
date the students to be enrolled. I had the
privilege of visiting the College, and from
miy limited knowledge of what is required at
such institutions I should say it is eminently
suitable for its purpose. I have no donbt
the gradpates of the College will serve to
#tiffen the ranks of our agrieulturists
thronghout the State. Coincidental with the
Agricultural College are the experimenial
farms. I have alwavs been o supporter of
that form of research. At one time experi-
mental farms were looked upon as the pro-
durt of faddists. However, real farmers
appreciate an éxperimental farm, because
they have the praectical knowledge and the
common sense to take advantage of
the lessons to be learnt at sueh plages.
I have heard it said that there are
too many experimental farms. Neverthe-
less T would support any measure that
would establish more of them, provided of
econrse there was a guoarantee that they
would he properly conducted. In South
Anstralia experimental farms are to be
found seattered all over the State. With
our wide areas and acute differences in soil,
it is mnecessary thal experimental fayms
should be scattered all over our State alse.

Non. F. Rose: Especially in the South-
West.

Hon. G, POTTER: Yes. Because what
might be good at Merredin might be of no
use af all a eouple of hundred miles away.
The Government are to be commended on
pushing on with these experimental farms.
The Railways have proclaimed themselves
as deserving of credit for the fnaneilal
showing they have made. Apart from that
finaneial showing, I should like to eulogise
the manipulation of the barvest by the
railway officers, who ave deserving of great
commendation for the manncr in which
they shifted the grain. I hope the
Minister for Railways will not sit back
on that and stint the service in the matter
of providing sufficient locomotive traction
and trucks; for everything points to a vast
increase in the next harvest, Also 1 hope
that next year there will not be auy neces-
sity for the agitations and diseussions we
have had about the transport of super-
phosphate after a eertain period. TUnless
the farmer can get cheap freight for super-
phosphate, his farming activities are going
to he hampered; and, goodness knows,
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he has enough to put up with at present.
The eereal section of our primary industries
is so firmly entrenched and has attained so
great an impetus that it can be relied upon
to carry on by its own momentum. It cex-
tainly will, provided of course it is given
proper supervision and proper assistance in
the way of further development and the
eradication of vermin and that sort of
thing. As I say, the momentum of the
cereal section will carry that section ou.
I cannot say the same of group settlement.
That scttlement is very important to West-
ern Australia, it enly Ly reasou of the fact
that so much money has Leen invested in
it. When Sir James Mitchell inangurated
group settlement, it was not to him exactly
in the nature of an experiment, for his
knowledge and forelhought epabled him Lo
divine something ot the vltimate resalt.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It was indeed a very
costly experiment.

Hon. G. POTTEI : It was an experiment
for the State and for the Commonwealth,
and to that extent it waa perhaps a costly
experiment. But if a thing is worth having
it 15 worth paying for. The Minister for
Lands, we are told, has novw made a survey
of the group settlemenis, a very proper
thing {o do. Personally 1 should not be
worried if he had to scrap a number of
groups. Beeause after all, what would any-
body do on finding by experiment that
something was ineffieient or was of no fur-
ther use? Of course he would not waste
any more money on it, but wonld scrap if.
The money spent on what has been found
to be of no further use is not altorether
lost. Tf the lesson taught by the wxperi-
ment is properly learni. the experiment is
well worth while. So I think the group
settlement scheme still deserving of a great
deal of sympathetic consideration.

Hon. C. . Baxter: Poor land has never
warranted the expenditure.

Hon. (. POTTER: T do not know how
we are going to utilise poor land unlese
we spend money on it.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: That is a different
proposition.

Hon. G. POTTER : Of course, Mr. Baxter
has very decided views upon group settle-
ment as a whole, TFven in the 20 years T
have been in Australia, I have seen lands
not much good, light lands, lands that
possibly Mr. Baxter might have =aid were

not worth spending money on, notwith-
standing whieh to-day they are in fruition.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Within the last 19
years land exeellent for sobierranean
clover has been declared useless.

Hon. G. POTTER: Certainly so. When
land 1is once carrying permanent pasture
and put under stock, it is improving all the
time. The soil is being steadily created
and the carrying capacity of the land must
increase. So it is idle to say that because
certain land is light and poor, it is not
worth spending money on. Everyone knows
that some mistakes were made, If a person
tries to do some hig thiug and does not
make any mistake, there is either some-
thing hidden or very little is achieved.

Hon. J, Bwing: Where are these seriouz
mistakes?

Hon, (i, POTTER: T conld point to one
or two of them.

Hon. J. Ewing: There are not many.

Hon. G, POTTER : Thex are infinitesimal
compared with the ultimate good that will
come ont of the whole scheme. Critics
will zay, ““Why send men on to group
settlements that are within a day’s run of
the metropolitan arca, because there is no
sale for their produets?’” They have in
their minds the criticisms that have ap-
peared in ceriain sections of the Press,
mostly due to the fact that the milk supply
of Perth is glutted. The group settlements
were never intended for the supply of milk
to the metropolitan area. The farmers
around Perth, at their own expense, are
capable of earrving out this work, or there
are the beautiful dairy farms along the
South-West line as far as Harvey that
conld sapply all the milk that Perth re-
fuires. Group settlements were originally
intended to stop the flow of money to the
Fastern States. We expend a tremendous
sum each vear in importing buiter, cheese,
bhacon and other reqguisites for the break-
fast and dinner table. We ave getting on
very well, but we are spending something
like £2,000,000 in the Eastern States in this
divection. This represents a very bie
husiness. .Anv sane person would be pre-
pared to find a very large sum of money
with which to buy the goodwill of a busi-
ness that was turninz over £2,000,000 a
vear, and turning it over in perpetuity. If
someone were to work out the fizures, the
value that wonld be placed on this good-
will would a<tonish even Mr. Baxter.
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Hon. C. F. Baxter: Why do you say it
would astonish me!

Hon. G. POTTER: The crux of the whole
situation lies in the establishment of per-
manent pastures., These cannot be estab-
lizshed in a day or a year, or in several years.
Auother matter of great interest to the State
i3 the question of soldier settlement. We
hear a lot abowt that from time to time.
Unfortunately, some very acute differences
have occurred. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment are now considering rendering fur-
ther assistance to the State. It is very pleas-
ing to note that the State Government have
been able by arrangement with the Com-
mouwealth to further write off the sum of
over £330,000, That scheme bas its eritics,
and sometimes they are very bitter. It is
neeessary to disecover why so mueh of the
over-capitalisation of soldier settlers has
hod to be written off. This may be due to
threc causes. The first is that in many
cases too mueh was paid for the land. Sec-
ondly, there was a modicum of experience
ou the part of the soldier settlers. The
thitd 1s a very serious reason. It is that
many of the settlers have recurring physical
disabitities which impair their usefulness on
their blocks, As time goes on the position
will he reached in which a true equity will
he maintained in our soldier settlements. I
hope the Commonwealth Government wi'l
recognise their continued responsibilities in
this matter. It is very much more their job
than the State Government's job to look
after these men, and, if there are losses, to
stand up lo them fo the extent of 100 per
cent, People have criticised Sir James Mit-
chell for putting the men uwpon improved
properties. They ask why the men were not
put oot into the bush on virgin land; why
take one farmer off the land and put an in-
experienced man in his place?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: To what soldiers are
voit referring as having been put on the
Iand by Sir James Mitchell?

Hon. G. POTTER: Those people forget
that the object of purchasing improved pro-
perties was to give the soldiers a chance of
seeing something for their labour. We all
know it is a long drawn out task for anyone
to carve for himself a snccessful farm out
of the wilderness.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Sir James Mitchell
had nothing to do with the scheme.

Hon, i, POTTER: He had a great deal
to do with it during his term of office,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He was not in the
Mintstry which inaugurated the scheme.

Hon, G. POTTER: It is one thing not
to be in a Ministry which inangurates a
scheme, and another thing to be in the Min-
istry that is earrying it on. [ know of things
inangurated by a previous Administration
that put suceceding Ministers to a great
deal of trouble to rectify. It is quite right
that these men should have had an oppor-
tunity to go wupon improved properties.
Certainly that amounted to placing the men
before the State, but these men earned the
right to be included in the soldier settlement
scheme. When thousands of miles away
they placed the State before themselves.
That is an adequate and suflicient reply to
anyone who complains about their being
placed upon improved properties. I cannot
pass from the varied phases of primary pro-
duction without briefly mentioning the min-
ing industry. Mining has fallen npon heavy
davs in Western Australia as well as else-
where, but more particularly is the disabibity
felt in this State. If we cast our minds
back a little, we must realise that the in-
dustry deserves well, not only of the State
but of the Commonwealth. Not only did
the Golden Mile in its initial stages open up
Western Aunstralia, but it practically wrested
the Commonwealth from the brink of bank-
ruptey. At the time when some of the
Eastern States were in a very precarious
position remunerative work was found for
their people in Western Anstralia, and the
general trade which flowed to Australia as a
result of the discoveries in this State re-
dounded to the benefit of the Common-
wealth, Anything that is done to help the
mining industry should have a very sympath-
etic hearing at the hands of the Common-
wealth.

Hon. G. W, Miles: We should not have
had Sir William Lathlain here but for the
goldfelds.

Hon. G. POTTER: That is another
reason for being grateful to them. The
mines in Western Australia were of material
value to the Commonwealth during the
war, No matter how the figures may he
juggled, or what may be said from time to
time, it is a faet that our goldmining in-
dustry assisted the Commonwealth in its
finances during the war. Had it not been
for the gold production of Australia, that
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of Western Australia being peramount, it
would have been far more difficult to finance
Australia through the war, and we would
have paid a higher rate of taxation than
we are paying to-day. It needs no reeapi-
tulation on my part to show the hardships
under which the industry is suffering at the
present time, and has for some years been
suffering. I hope the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment will bend their energies in the di-
veetion of providing practical relief to the
industry. The Speech implies that the Gov-
ernment are hopeful of being able to co-
operate in a co-ordinated plan of assistance,
presumably from the Commonwealth. Mr.
Bruce has made it abundantly clear that he
is prepared to co-operate with the State, and
assist it in every possible way to place the
industry on a better footing. He was per-
fectly logical when he said, on the occasion
of his recent visit, that unless he could tell
the Commonwealth Parliament that Western
Australia had wisely expended the £160,000
to the henefit of the industry, it was unlikely
his Government would be prepared io em-
bark upon any further scheme for the re-
habilitation of the industry. I think he was=
sincere in what amounted to a solemn pro-
mise further to consider the question of as-
sisting mining. Another matter of primary
importance relates to forestry. It is very
pleasing to note thaf not only the Govern-
ment but the people of the State have de-
veloped a healthy forestry conscience. For
many years the protagonists of forestry
have had a very hard row to hoe. They
have had unsympathetic audiences, and it
wag diffienlt to get any one thoroughly to
interest himself in the industry. People
saw the mapmificent forests in the South-
West, notetl how extensive they were, per-
ceived the majestic trees there, and thought
the forests were inexhaustible. The great
inroads that have been made sinee, to the
profit of the State, have created a eonscience,
and a feeling that something will have to be
done to preserve our forests and bring about
a more extensive scheme of reforestation.
It is a good thing to kncw that the Govern-
ment have, through the Forests Department,
embarked, on a large scale, upon the plant-
ing of softwoods for the use of the State.
From what has been publisbhed in fechnieal
journals of countries whose forests have been
denuded, one must recognise that it is a wise
course to plant softwoods in Australia and
to conserve our indigenous hardwoods. The

Forests Department have not had that sym
pathetic consideration which they might have
received in past vears. The reason of this
probably, is that they do not work in the
glare of the limelight, such as attends the
opening of a new school or hospital. Thej
work away in the lonely stretches of the
bush, and the public sellom have an oppor-
tunity of seeing jnst what the foresters axe
doing, and of ohserving the care and worry
mposed on the Conservator. To my min
there can be no doubt that any money ex
pended on forestry as it is now being con
ducted here will be returned a hundredfold
After all, in our expenditure on forestry we
are merely creating a heritage for futuore
generations and replacing that which we
ourselves reeeived from; nature. Ag tc
afforestation and reforestation, it is quite
obvious that other States are also giving
attention to these matters, because mn the
Press we sce advertisements, and through the
post we receive circulars, asking us to sub
seribe to the capital of various timber com
panies operating in the Easlern States anc
New Zealand.  Somecthing might be dong
through our Publicity Bureau to recinrocats
in this respect and to let people in the East
ern States and elsewhere kiow of the valu
able Jands available here for afforestatio
and reforestation.  From time to time )]
have noticed warm disenssions betwsen the
Forests Department and th> Lands Depart
ment as to whether eertain areas shuuld be
retained for foresiry purposes—dedicated a:
forests—or should be denuded of timber anc
used for agrienlture. We shonld be carefu
how we approach such ¢uestions. After all
they are questions for experts, and it is no
for the layman to say that a certaiu ave:
of land wenld make excellent dairying coun
try. Tet us trust the experts, and let u
give every enconragement to whoever may
hold the office of Conservator of Worest:
from time to time. Tt os grant to th
Forests Department as much country as may
he consistent with the requirements of lanc
for other purposes. In this regavd I desin
to make a passing referenze to something
that came under my notiec recently. No
very far from Perth inguiries were made for
a fairly large tra:t of land, and in the final
ising of a certain estate there was offerer
for sale a large paveel cf land which, thougl
fenced, had never been ntilised. It was de
cided to scll thac parcel of land, and th
Government were cffered it at a certain price
The Government refused to have anythine
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to do with it.  Within a week after the
{iovernment's refusal the parcel was offered
to a private syndicate, and promptly bought
by that syndicate, at double the price quoted
to the Government. Sinee then the syndi-
cate have recouped the whole of their initial
expenditure by the sale of Lhe timber on the
land.

Hon. G. W,
located?

Hon. G. POTTER: It ig a large freehold
in the goldfields catehmenl area. At present
this tract of land is being denunded of its
timber, which has heen sold at highly re-
munerative rates. So tempting is the pro-
position that the owners are preparing to
plant pine on certain portions of the land,
and o ent up the beautiful alluvial flats for
dairying and pig-raising.

Hon. G. W. Miles: On the goldfields water
supply area?

Hon. G. POTTER:
catchment area.

Hon. J. Nicholson: At Mundaring.

Hon. G. 'W. Miles: Tt is a funny ttung to
go in for dairying and pig raising on the
catchment area.

Hon. 1. Ewing: 1t would not be allowed.

Hon. G. POTTER: [ do not think it wise
to say anything by wav of anticipation in
regard to projected legislation, beeause we
really do not know what the Bills wiil con-
tain. However, T wns much impressed by
the elosing remarks of Mr. Kitson, to the
effect that he hoped the House would re-
ceive such measures in a proper spirit. [
submit that this Chamber has always ve-
ceived measuares from the Legislative As-
sembly in a proper spirvit. Does Mr. Kitson
interprel a proper spirit to mean that we
shall swallow holus-bolus any legislation
that may be transmitted to us from another
place? If so, he cannot hope that this House
will receive legislation in a proper spirit
of that nature. On the other hand, if the
hon. member means that this House can
continne to eorreet mistakes and supply de-
ficlenries in legislation, he may rest assured
that the Legislative Couneil will continue
to receive legislation and deal with it in a
proper spirit. I wish to say a word of em-
phatic commendation to the Chief Seeretary
for the mwanner in which he has conducted
and is condueting the affairs of the Educa-
tion Department, Throughout the sehoois
m the West Province, at least, the work of
the Minister is highly appreciated. If the
hon. gentleman would like the full erown

Miles: \Where is the land

Ou the goidfields

vf laurel to be handed to him, all he bas tv
do is to make the necessary arrangements
for the establishment of a high school at
Fremantle. This has been asked for repeat-
edly, and is a very real and pressing need.
T am given to understand that there is no
spare room in the secondary schools of Perth,
Again, many of the Fremantle lads who
could attend a local high school are by the
vieissitudes of eircumsiances prevented from
attending such an establishment in Perth, and
thus are denied the opportunity of further
education. Therefore I request the Chief Sec-
retary's kindly consideration to the project.
[ notice that in answer to a question askél
in another place it has been indicated that
the long-expected report of the Engincer-in-
Chiet on the fixing of a site for a bridge at
Fremantle is to be published within a month.
L trust that that prognostication is not far
wide of the wmark. I hope the matter will
not drag on for years in the future as if has
dragged on for years in the past. Uniil the
site of that bridge is disclosed, progress in
buildinz at Fremantle is arrested.

Hon, . W. Miles: The bridge shounld he
at Recky Bay.

Hon. G. POTTER: 1 will leave the deter-
mination of the site entirely to the engincers,
but let them fix  the site and go on with the
joh.  As soon as the site is fixed, large in-
vestors who have long been waiting for such
a fixing will know exactly where to bnild
their warebouses. | trust also that the Fre-
mantle Harbour Board will then cume for-
ward with a full and detailed plan for har-
hour extension. In the outlying portion of
the West Provineg people are suffering griev-
ously through flood waters, We all know
that the water-table throughout the metro-
politan area is rising steadily. In the dis-
trict around Bibra Lake, Jandakot, and
skirtinz down towards the borders of the
Peel state, there are wonderful swamp
lands, but the settlers an them are gradually
being flooded off. That large sheet of water
known as Thompson's Lake has been used
by the Government for the drainage of var-
ious small swamps, some of them on Crown
land. The 25 or 30 settlers around that lake
—all of them men with large families—
are finding that their living is becoming
jeopardised by reason of flood waters.
They are now in the position of seeing the
results of months of labour destroyed by
the water gradually washing up. One can
casily realise the dismay of the settlers at
such a prospect. 1 would suggest to the
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Chief Secretary that there is under the ad-
ministration of the Lunacy Department a
large tract of land overlooking the area in
question, and as the department are now
well provided with all the land likely te be
needed by them in the future, this traet
might be released and thrown open for selec-
tion. Then the settlers whose blocks are
gradually being crept over by the water could
remove themselves to the tract referred to,
which is safe from floods, and yet of equal
agricultural value with their present hold-
ings. From the proposal there would be
some financial gain to the Government,
whilst the local governing body coneerned,
the Fremantle Road Board, would be relieved
of a large area of dead land, of which they
have too much. At present that large traet
of land pays no rates although roads have
to be maintained in its vicinify. I support
the motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply.

On motion by Hon, J. Ewing debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 5.56 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

SWEARING IN OF MEMBER.

The Minister for Railways (Hon. J. C.
Willeock—Geraldton) took and subscribed
the oath, and signed the roll.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL ROLLS.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Justice: I, Has he read the newspaper re-
port which states: “18,000 electors. The
State roll has them. But the Federal roll
hasn’t”? 2, Can he explain how it is that
there is such a diserepancy? 3, Is it eor-
reet that there ave large numbers of names
on the Legislative Assembly rolls dupli-
cated, being on more than one roll, also
large numbers that should be eancelled? 4,
Is it correct that large numbers are still
unenrolled? 5, Is it proposed to do any-
thing te bring rolls up to date?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE replied:
1, No. 2, According to the latest popula-
tion returns and allowing for unqualified
adults, it is estimated that the total number
of persons eligible for Legislative Assembly
enrolment is, in round flgures, at least
210,000. 3, No. 4, No. 5, All rolls are
undergoing daily revision, Between 22nd
Febroary and 30th June last the figures
are—new names added, 8,538; alterations
of address, 1,828; names struck off, 9,910,
No further speeial action is considered
necessary.

QUESTIONS (2)—MATN ROADS
BOARD.

FRoad Tehicles.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What is the number of motor
cars and trucks, respectively, purehased by
the Main Roads Board since it eame into
operation? 2, What number of sulkies, if
any, was purchased by the Main Roads
Roard during December, 1926, and January
and February, 19277 3, How many of them
are in commission, and how many of them
are at the Government Stores? 4, Were
the sulkies obtained and purchased through
the Tender Board? 5, If not, why not?
6, Does the Main Roads Board obtain all
its equipment throngh the Tender Board?
7, If not, why not?

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM (for the Min-
ister for Works) replied: 1, Cars 15, trucks
24, 2, December, nil; January, 3; Ilebra-
ary, 2; total 5. 3, Four in commission, 1 at
Government Stores. 4, Yes. 5, See 4. 6,
Yes. 7, See 6.



